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West Bengal State University
B.A./B.SC"./B.Com. (Honours, Major, General) Examinations, 2013

Part -In

PHILOSOPHY - GENERAL
Paper - IV

( New and Old Syllabus)

Duration : 3 Hours [ Maximum Marks: 100

Candidates are required to give their cnsuiers in their own words as far as practicable.

The figures in the margin indicate fu11. marks.

( NEW SYLLABUS)

Answer anyone Part each from Group-A and Group-B.

~~~ '6 ~'51~~ ~ C~ ~ ~ ~ ~m ~:

GROUP -A

PART- I

~-I

( BHAGAVAD GITA / TO~ ~ )

Answer Q. Nos. 1 and 6 compulsorily and any two from the rest.

) ~~ '6 ~ ~~ ~ <n~J\!)I){'1~~~ ~ c<l ~ ~ ~ m ~ I

1. Answer any five questions : 5 x 2 = 10

a) What is Svadharma ?

~~~~~?"
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b) Distinguish between Sakama and Niskama karma.. '

c) What is the distinction between Akarma and Vfkarma ?

~ 'G M~C(~~~ 9fl~ ~ 1

d) What Is bffihmf sthtti ?

i!;jl~~N>~~?

e) What Is Yajna ?

~~~?

1) What is the importance of attaining knowledge as mentioned in Gita ?

~ ~ iMl~<711~~ ~~ ~ f* ~ ?

g) What is Dhannayuddha ?

~~f*~?
h) What is Vyavasayatmaka buddhi ?

<qJ.P1HII~~.~ ~ ~ ?

i) What Is the difference between 'sat' and 'asat' ?

.,,~' 'G ~~'-<.!l~ ~~ 9fl~ f* ?
#

j) What Is the distinction between 'Sreya' and 'Preya' ?

'~' 'G 'Cml'~~ ~~ 9fl~ f* ?

2. Explain the distinguishing marks of Sthttaprajna. How can such a state be obtained ?
Discuss. 15

~CiM~ ~ ~'1~M <m~ ~ 1 ~\Src;q I!l~~ G'f1\S~ <rrn ~ ~IC<711b~1 ~ I,

3. Explain with reference to the context the justifiability of the notion of avatara as

mentioned in Bhagavad Gfta. 15

'i5'iW( ~ ~<q~I~~C'Q~ Cinfu>~~1 ~ f.ro1lct ~ <m~ ~ 1

How Is eternity of self explained in the second adhyaya of Bhagavad Gfta.

'i5'iW( ~ ~ ~~ f* ~9f ~ ~ <m~ <JSm~ ?

5. How in the third adhyaya of Gfta, Sri Krishna depicted the significance of Karma-

4. 15

ntstha ? Discuss.. 15



PART-U

~-n
( PRACTICAL ETHICS / ~tq~IHi4~~Mlijl )

~ Answer Q. Nos. 1and 6 compulsorily and any two from the rest.

) ~~ '(3 ~ ~~ ~ ~tU~ll{i11qs ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I

• I

92 PHIG (GENl-04

6. Write a note on anyone of the following:

~~~~mrn~~:
a) Marks of Pundit.

1 x 10 = 10

NiskiimaKarma.

Jiiana-Yoga.

'631~C~l'5f I

1. Answer any five questions : 5 x 2 = 10

a) What is practical ethics ?

<lJ<I~lrn~ -flN>M'fJl ~ ~ ?

b) Distinguish between Rights and Human Rights.

~~ '(3 ~~ ~~ 'Pfl~ ~ I

c) What is the differencebetween K1ll1ngand Euthanasia ?

~ '(3 '~ ~~ 'Pfl~ c<I5T~ ?

d) What are the different types of suicide ?

\OIl'il~~Jl?l ~ ~~~ ~ ~ ?

e) M~ntiontwo types of Fem1n1sm.

~l~<llOT?l ~ ~ ~ ~ I

f) What are the different theories of punishment?

.~ ~ ~~faf f<1s ~ ?
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g) What is environmental ethics?

~ ~f\!lMI1JI~ ~ ?

h) What is suicide ?

1) Is euthanasia morally wrong?

J) What is Anthropocentrism ?

1C<Pffit<p~~~ ?

2. What is Euthanasia? What are the arguments in favour and against Euthanasia?

5 + 10

3. What is feminism ? What are the main tenets of Liberal femtntsts ? 15

4. What is meant by Human Rights? What are the distinguishing features of Human
Rights? 5 + 10

~~~~ ~ ? ~~ ~~'i1J~'6~~~~ I

5. Define Punishment. Explain in brief the different theories of Punishment? Which one

do you think as satisfactory theory? 2 + 8 + 5

~ ~~ ~ I~~9f ~. ~ ~~ ~ICPflb~1 ~ I ~ ~~ ~ ~9fOffi1 ~

>tC~~\9f~<P~ ~ ~ ?

6. Write a note on anyone of the following : 1 x 10 = 10

a) Radical feminism

~~~I~<l111

b) Active and Passive Euthanasia

c) Is suicide moral crime ?

. ~1'4l~Jl f.is ~ ~9fm~ ?



1. Answer any five questions : 5 x 2 = 10

94

GROUP - B

~~-~

PART- I

~-I

( SOCIAL &: POLITICAL PHn.OSOPHY / )l~I\St"~ '6 'SSi',,,-f.1 )
Answer Q. Nos. 1 and 6 compulsorily and any two from the rest.

} ~~ '6 ~ ~~ ~ <Tf~J~l~G'j<p~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ m-~ I

PWG (GENJ-04

a) What is meant by Community ?

)j"tfj'1HI ~ ~ ~ ?

b) What is Institution ?

c) What is class consciousness ?

d) What Is culture?

e) Mention two main differences between custom and law.

f) What is Democracy ?

g) Write the names of two philosophers who believed in Eutoptan socialism.

<pl$lH<P )j~1~~~ ~~ "'fMHC<P~ ~ ~ I
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h) Mention two characteristics of Representative Democracy.

1) Distinguish between social caste and class.

j) What are the differences between moral and religious codes ?

2. What are the bases of community ? Discuss the difference between Association and

Community. Is family Association or Community? 5 + 7 + 3

~~'fIC{l~ ~~ f<ls f<ls ? ~~'Cf ~<t~ ~ ~~ 9ft~ '¢II Ci:1Ib-'ll ~ I ~ f<ls ~~'Cf ~

~~'fHI ?

3. Explain the relation between culture and civilization. 15

4. What is Eutopian Socialism? DIscuss In this context theory of Saint Simon and

Robert Owen. 5 + 10

5. 'Society is the complex web of social relationship.' - Explain.

~ ~ ~1~1f@t<15~ ~ ~ I' - <tJl~ ~ I

15

6. Write a note on anyone of the following : 1 x 10 = 10

a) SCientificSocialism

C<lIl§3IM<15~~IISf\!j~<I1'f

b) Salient features of Democracy

c) Different kinds of social groups

~ ~ ~1111f@t<15c'iftft
d) Class Consciousness and Class Attribute.
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PART- U

~-n
( PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION / ~ )

Answer Q. Nos. 1 and 6 compulsorily and any two from the rest.

~ e:{, '<3 ~ e:{, ~ <n~J\!)ll['1<fi ~, ~ c<1 C<fi1Ol'<3 ~ ~ m ~ I

1. Answer any five questions: 5 x 2 = 10

a) Who advocates the Animistic theory ?

b) Explain the concept of Mana.

c) What is 'Taboo' ?

d) How is magic related to religion?

e) What is religious consciousness ?

f) What is Positivism?

g) What is the main tenet of Ghost worship theory of Herbert Spencer?

h) What is the problem of evil ?
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1) What is Agnosticism?

j) Wluit are the main arguments for the existence of God?

2. 'Religionis nothing more than a biologicalnecessity." Discuss after Edwards. 15

3. Explain and examine the Teleologicalarguments for the existence of God. 15

4. EXplainAnimism and Totemism as theories of the origin of religion. 15

5. Positivism and Agnosticism both are complementary half-truths. Explain. 15

!l~J1fqI'T '8 ~\wMI<UIf~ "!if~ ~~ ~ I - ~ ~ I
----

6. Write note on anyone of the following: 1 x 10 = 10

a) Cosmological argument for the existence of God.

b) Anthropological origin of religion

c) Ontological argument for existence of God

d) Psychical origin of religion.

IF-025 I



98 PffiG (GEN)-04

( OLD SYLLABUS)

Answer anyone Part each from Group-A and Group-B.

GROUP-A

Fm'1-OJ
( Bhagavad GIta I Isopanlsad I Ka~opanlsad)

PART- I

~-I

( Bhigavad GIta I TO$fI7{~ )

Answer Q. Nos. 1and 6 compulsorily and any two from the rest.

~ ~~ '(3 ~ ~~ ~ cn~J\!)1't1fqs ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ wsrn m~ I

1. Write notes on any two of the following : 2 x 5 = 10

a) What Is meant by dharmayuddha in Bhagavadgita ?

b) What Is Brihmisthit1 ?

#

c) What Is the difference between Sreya and Preya ?

d) Explain the means as well as the importance of Jnana as depleted in fourth

chapter of Bhagabadgita.

'\S~~ ~f( ~~ ~ ealil'1IC'O~~9flll '(3~~ ~ ~ I
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Explain the significance of the words 'samIrnya' and 'Yoga' in the second chapter of

Bhagavad Gitii. Discuss the notion of karmayoga as propounded by Sri ~~~a in this

chapter. Why did Sri ~~~a expound it to Arjuna ? 15

\S~~ ~ ~~ ~~~' '6 '~'5f' 9f"'f ~ ~~9f(~ ~ I ~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~

~~C~IC~ ~'1ltU~1C61lb~1~ I ~ ~(C~~~ ~ ~'5f ~ ~~~C61~ ?

Distinguish among Karma, Akarma and Vtkarma, Elucidate in this context the notion

of Ntskama Karma. 15.

4. Explain with reference to the context the justifiability of the notion of avatara as

mentioned in the Bhagavadgita:. 15

5. What is meant by Yajna ? Explain the significance of different types of Yajna as

mentioned by Sri ~~~a . 15

Write a note on' anyone of the following: 1 x 10 = 10

a) Distinguishing marks of Sthttaprajiia

b) Origination of anger and its consequences in human mind

•,
"c) Marks of a Pundit.
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PART-U

~-u
( Isoponl~ad' / ~~ )

Answer Q. Nos. 1and 6 compulsorily and any two from the rest.

~ ~~ \S ~ ~~ ~ <n~N)ll{"1<15I!l~~~ eel~ ~ ~ m ~ I '

Answer any two questions in brief: 2 x 5 = 10

eel~~~~~~m~g

a) What is the meaning of the term 'Upanlsad' ? What is meant by Isa ?

~~' ~~ ~~f.l$ ?~' X14fro~ <n ~~~ ?

b) MNaKarma l1pyate nare." - Explain how not to get involved while performing
an action.

c)

'~~~~~ I" - ~'81c<1~~~~11~c<P~~~;n?

Who is 'Pu~ana' ? What does the sage of Isopanlsad pray to him ?

~'1 (.<IS? ~9jH~Of~ ~ ~ ~ f.l$~~ <p~C~ ?

d) lena tyaktena bhuiijttha" - What is the significance of this mantra?

"~ ~JC'&ii ~~" - I!l~ ~ ~~~~ ?

2. Describe 'the notion of Brahman according to Isopamsad, How does a person who

knows Brahman behave? 15

~~ \5I1>tl~ ~ ~'1l ~ ~ I~. m9f ~'1 ~ ?

3. "Avtdyaya ~~ ttrtva vtdyayamrtamsrute." - What is meant by vidya and what is

meant by avtdya ? How does one overcome death ( rn:tYu ) with the help of avtdya ?

How does one get immortality ( ~ ) by vidya ? Explain elaborately ~ 15

"\5IM'fHI1W~,~ M'fHJ1~~~$C\!)" (~M'fJl~ ~ ~ '6lf\!>Jr~~ ~ ~ ~ '1f\5 ~ )

- I!l~ N' \S '~M'fJ1' ~ f.l$ ~ ~ ? '6lM'fJl~ ~ ~'81c<1 ~~J~ \5If\!>\W~~ llffi ?
~ ~ ~'81C;q ~~~C<P 9fl\SllT llffi ? R"1'f'81c<1cut~ ~ I

4. What kind of relation. between Brahman and the creation ( Jiva and Jagat ) is
revealed to us by the mantras of Isopanlsad ? 15

~9jH~C'f~ ~~ ~ \S ~ ( ~ '(j ~'Sf~ ) ~~ ~ ~ ~ <15Qlt~l~lC'f~ ~ ~ ~, ~
\511C61!t5ii1 ~ I
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untveral sptrttat the time of death. 15

6. Write note on anyone of the following: 1 x 10 = 10

a) Themantra - "rsa Vasyam1~ sarvam."

'~ <ql)ij~'f~ ~"- ~~ ~

b) Vyiikrtaand avyakrta upasana.' .
~ '6 '6I<qJl1~~~

c) The notion of rebirth in Isopantsad,

PART-m

~-m
( Kathopanisad / ..m~ ). .

Answer Q. Nos. 1and 6 compulsorily and any two from the rest.

) .,~ '6 ~ .,~ ~ ~~~I~61qs ~~ '6I;u ~ ~ 'If.$ ~ m~ I

1. Answer in brief on any two of the following: 2 x 5 = 10

~~l{$~~~m~:
a) Why has it been said in Ka!h0panisad that Brahman Is different from Dharma.

Adharma, Krta, Akrta etc. ?

b) Distinguish between Sreya and Preya.



Explain the causes of rebirth as stated in the Ka!h0panisad. 15
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c) Explain the different stages in the realisatlon ofBrahman.

What is the reality to be ascertained in Ka!h0pani~ad? Answer in brief.

3. Do you think that the first three boons granted to Nachiketa by Yama have any

philosophical implication ? Is there any special signtftcanceo( the particular order in

which the boons are mentioned? Discuss. 15

~ ~fbC~~Ic<:15~. ~ <Rf~~ ~ ~~~0iI~ ~ f<li~ ~ ~~9f<f' ~ ~ ~ ~ ? <Rf'6~

~~~~~f<li~ccm~~9f('~ ?<¢I1C'1lb~l~ I

4. State the"mantra of Ka!h0panisad and explain it where Brahman is compared with

Jagat. 15

5. Describe the nature of Htranyagarbha followingKathopanisad. Which entitles are. .
considered to be superior of Hiranyagarbha ?.

6. Write a note on anyone of the following: 1 x 10 = 10

aJ Distinction beween Vidyaand AVidya

b) TIle comparison of body to a city with elevengates

c) Agritvidya.
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GROUP - B

~-~
PART-I

~-I

( Social and PoUtical Philosophy)

( )f~I'SMaf.1'6 1Ili'faf.1) .

Answer Q. NQs.1 and 6 compulsorilyand any.twofrom the rest.

) ~~'6 ~ ~~~ ~~\!)I\G1~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ l{$ ~ m~ I

1. Answer any two questions in brief: 2 x 5 = 10

~~t$~~~m~:
a) Explain the nature of In-group and Out-group..

~~ ~~ ~~ ~9f <ul~~ I

b) Distinguish between class and caste.

~ '6 ~cm lfC~ "9ft~ ~ ~ I

c) What are the chief characteristics of Democracy?

~~ !f~ ~~fif ~ ~ ?

d) What is socialism?

)f~Ii9t'«l ~ ~ ?

2. What is community ? What are its bases ? Discuss the difference between
Associationand Community. 4 + 7 + 4

>t~"nl~ ? ~~"IC~'l!I ~fif ~ ~ ? ~~'q~~ >t"C:I"IC~'l!IlfC~9fl~ \5I!CG11bii!~ I

3. Howwould you distinguish between moral code and religious code ? Can anyone of
them be called original and other derivative? Discuss. 12 + 3

~ ~ '6 mf.ij'~lfC~ ~\51C:q· 9fl~ :q;m~. ? \!1m \!I:q5roc~ cif1M~'6 '*iJroc~ ~ ~ ~

~ ? \5I1CG11bill~ I

4. What is culture? Distinguish between culture and civilization.

~~ ~. f<is ccn:qrm ? >t\5J\!)1'l!1~ ~~ 9fl~ c:qs-f~ ?

5 + 10
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5. What is Utopian Socialism? Discuss in this context, the theories of Saint Simon and
Robert Owen. 5 + 10

qsltlH<t5 )j~Ii9t~~ ~ ~ ? I!I ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ '6~ ~ '6IIC61II>"i1~ I

6. Write note on anyone of the following: 1 x 10 = 10

Class-consciousness

Distinction between direct and indirect democracy.

~ '6 ~ 'jf~ ~~ 'Pfl~

c) Nature of ScientiftcSocialism.

C;qeJ~H<t5 )j~IISt~Ctf.1 ~9f I

PART-D

~-n
( PhUosophyof ReUgion I ~ )

Answer Q. Nos. 1and 6 compulsorily and any twofromthe rest.

~ i{~'6 ~ i{~~ "<ql~}~t\6'\<t5~~ ~ c<I ~ l{tl ~ ~

1. Answer arty two questions : 2 x 5 = 10

ClT C<t5"Fi l{$ ~ ~ ~ :

a) Explain the concept of 'Mana'.
~~ ~'tt1t CUl~ ~ I

b) What is meant by positivism?

'!I~1p'ql'T' <U'~\WqI'T'~ ~ ~ ?

c) Discuss how magic is related to religion.

~I'!MI;OI ~ ~ Ms\8IC;Q ~ '6I1C6111>"i1~ I

d) What is 'Taboo'?

~~~~?



· -~-
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c ~l.\.:

2. Explain the Teleologicalargument for the existence of God in the light of Paley's
analogyas mentioned by John Hick. 15

~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ '6I1C611C~~ '61~~~ ~~ \BCijf"1J~l~'1N5Mqs ~ <m~ ~ I

3. Doyou think that Herbert Spencer's Ghost Worship theory can satisfactorily explain
the origin of religion? Discuss. 15

'6I1?ff.t~ ~ ~ ~~~ C~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~ >1~qs'81C4 <m~ ~ ~ ?

'6I1C611b~1~ I

4. What is evil ? Is its existence compatible with the existence of Omnipotent and
Benevolent God? Discuss. 5 + 10

5. Criticallydiscuss positivismas an anti-theistic theory.

~ ~~ ~ ~9f ~W1~1'f ~ '6I1C611b~1~ I

15

6. Writeanyone question : 1 x 10 = 10

.a) Discuss briefly'Animism'and 'Totemtsm'as theories of the originof religion.

~ ~~9fRJ ~ '~'1<Wf''6 'c'GR'G~<ll'f' ~~~9f '6I1C'11b~1~ I

b) "Religionis nothing more than a biologicalnecessity."Explain Edward's viewin
this regard.

"~~~ ~ ~ ~ om I" -. ~ ~ ~C\51{llC\S~.~ <m~ ~ I

c) Explain cosmologicalargument for the existence of God.

~'6I~~~~~~~~<m~~ I


